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EHI A\!ORA!JULIA KlRlIll
: Against Hature

Greenberg Van Doren Gane;y'

Takingits tltle fmm Joris—Karl
‘Huysmans’s Symbolist novel o
‘| Rebours” this show brings. togeth~
er a Greek painter from London
and an American sculptor in ce-

ramics who are united in their

predilection for opulence. _
Julia Kunin’s sculptures are es-
says in encrustation. They bring to
mind the early ceramic works of
Lucio Fontana in their gaudy -
voluptuousness. Gwen the literary
cue, they could also be made to re-

'late to Huysmans’s antihero Des

Esseintes’s pet tortoise, whose shell
is so heavily decorated with jewels

that the poor creature expires, But -
actually, for all their extremity and

overload, these essentially abstract
sculptures seem credible as forms
one could discover in nature —

coral reefs, for instance. They en-
tice more than they repel, and in-

vite the eye to linger within their -

- crevices or across their chromati-

faces. “Pleasure Garden (2007)'

has'a grotesquerie familiar from

Emi Avora, ‘No End’ (2007).

Rococo gardens. But thereare a]so
overtones of Chinese scholars'
rocks..

EnuAvora’s ng, raucous canvas—

es are theatrical and fantastic. In
“No End”(2007), an absurd excess
of staircases meet and meld into
one another, making them virtual-
lyimpossible to use. “Green Deco”
(2006) describes an enormous
- multi-storied atrium with criss-
_crossing escalat
as if conceamdby
The true decadence these a:rtlsts
share —Huysmansaside —hastodo
with the way they combine whimsy

ently. Ms. Kunin’s sculptures are
busy and frilly, but they manage to
come off as fresh and hvelyallthe
same. Ms. Avora’s paintings offer a
more complex good-bad dynamic.
The paintingsexudeabright, cheery
energy, but at the same time her

brushstrokes and the lines they de- -

seribe seem knowingly leaden, a bit
like a Bernard Buffet. Where Ms.
Kunin’s craft spills out, Ms. Avora’s
canny cackhandedness claws back
_}ustasxtdrawswum. Sl T
;DavidCohm
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